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Local Plan Review
Forward Planning

Mid Devon District Council
Phoenix House

Phoenix Lane

TIVERTON

EX16 6PP

16 August 2013

Our Ref:

Dear Sir / Madam

Local Plan Review
Scoping Report

Thank you for consulting Sport Engiand on the above Local Plan Review Scoping
Report.

Sport England is the Government agency responsible for delivering the Government’s
sporting objectives. Maximising the investment into sport and recreation through the
land use planning system is one of our priorities. You will alsc be aware that Sport
England is a statutory consultee on planning applications affecting playing fields.

The new Sport England Strategy 2012-17 sets a challenge to:
* See more people taking on and keeping a sporting habit for life
* Create more opportunities for young people
* Nurture and develop talent

Provide the right facilities in the right places

Support local authorities and unlock jfocal funding

Ensure real opportunities for communities

Sport England has assessed the Scoping Report in the light of Sport England’s
Planning for Sport: Forward Planning guidance. A copy is enclosed with this letter and
it can be found on our Planning for Sport section of the website
hitp://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning -for-sport/

The overall thrust of the statement is that a planned approach to the provision of
facilities and opportunities for sport is necessary, new sports facilities should be fit for
purpose, and they should be available for community sport. To achieve this, our
objectives are to:
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PROTECT sports facilities from loss as a result of redevelopment

ENHANCE existing facilities through improving their quality, accessibility and
management

PROVIDE new faciiities that are fit for purpose to meet demands for participation
now and in the future.

Sport England believes that sport has an important role in modern society and in
creating sustainable and healthy communities. Sport and physical activity is high on
the Government's national agenda as it cuts across a number of current topics that
include health, social inclusion, regeneration and anti social behaviour. The importance
of sport should be recognised as a key component of development plans, and not
considered in isolation.

The following comments are provided within the context of:

¢ The National Planning Policy Framework (DCLG, 2012).
* Sport England's Planning for Sport webpages (2013).

1. Local Plan & Evidence Base

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) published in March 2012 (replacing
PPS12 & PPG17) states:

Paragraph 73 - Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and
recreation can make an important contribution to heafth and well-being of
communities. Planning policies should be based on up-to-date assessment of the
needs for open space, sport and recreation facifities and opportunities for new
provision. The assessments should identify specific needs and quantitative or
qualitative deficits or surpluses of open space, sports and recreational facilities in the
local area. Information gained from the assessments should be used to determine
what open space, sports and recreational provision is required.

We raise concern that there does not appear to be a robust and up to date evidence
base for sport and recreation in Mid Devon. We note a Playing Pitch Study was done
in 2010 but not formally adopted.

Sport England’s view is that, in order to meet the requirements of the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF) {formerly PPS12 and PPG17), this should include a strategy
(supply and demand analysis with qualitative issues included) covering the need for
indoor and outdoor sports facilities, including playing pitches.

A revised methodology for producing Playing Pitch Strategies (including artificial grass
pitches) will be published this year. An up to date strategy will support effective
planning policies for protection and creating new sites. There should also be a wider
Sport Strategy including swimming pools, sports halls and other non playing pitch
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sports. Sport England will be working this year on producing a Technical Guide for
Assessing Needs & Opportunities regarding sport to accompany the NPPF.
http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-

auidance/

2. Planning Obligations/Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) to Sport

Sport England supports use of planning obligations/community infrastructure tevy (CIL}
as a way of securing the provision of new or enhanced places for sport and a
contribution towards their future maintenance, to meet the needs arising from new
development. This does need to be based on a robust NPPF evidence base. This
includes indoor sports facilities (swimming pools, sports halls, etc) as well as playing
fields and multi use games courts.

All new dwellings in Mid Devon in the plan period should provide for new or enhance
existing sport and recreation facilities to help create opportunities for physical activity
whilst having a major positive impact on health and mental wellbeing. This includes the
two major urban extensions planned:

Tiverton Eastern Urban Extension 1550-2000 dwellings

North West Cullompton Urban Extension 1100 dwellings

3. Protection of Sport & Recreation including playing fields

Sport England acknowledges that the NPPF is promoting “sustainable development” to
avoid delays in the planning process {linked to economic growth). Thatsaid, the NPPF
also says that for open space, sport & recreation land & buildings (including playing
fields) paragraph 74

Paragraph 74. Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land,
including playing fields, should not be built on unless:
e e an assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open
space, buildings or fand to be surplus to requirements; or
s the loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by
equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable
focation; or
s e the development is for afternative sports and recreational provision, the
needs for which clearty outweigh the loss.

Sport England would be very concerned if any existing playing pitches would be
affected by these proposals without adequate replacement in terms of quality, quantity,
accessibility, management & maintenance and prior to the loss of the existing facility.

Sport England, SportPark, 3 Oakwood Drive, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 3QF, s“.“:’f» &
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4. Active Design

Sport England believes that being active should be an intrinsic part of everyone's life
pattern. The master planning of new housing proposal has a vital role in providing easy
access to a choice of opportunities for sport and physical activity to suit all age groups
for making new communities more active and healthy.

Sport England commissioned David Lock & Associates to investigate the contribution
that masterplanning can make to create new environments that maximise opportunities
for participation in sport and physical activity. This work including a developer's
checklist has been completed and can be accessed via
http://www.sportengland.org/facilities -planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-
guidance/active-design/

Through an analysis of the current health agenda and urban design principles and good
practice, the term ACTIVE DESIGN has been adopted to describe ways in which
master planning can promote healthy environments through creating healthy
environments through creating conditions for participation in sport and physical activity
and the use of active travel modes {walking and cycling). Three overlapping Active
Design objectives have been identified that should be promoted by master plans:
improving accessibility; enhancing amenity and increasing awareness.

Sport England would encourage the major urban extensions be designed in line with
the Active Design principles.

If you would like any further information or advice please contact the undersigned at the
address below.

Yours sincerely

GaryParsans
Planning Manager
Tel:

Email:

Sport England, SportPark, 3 Oakwood Drive, Loughborough, Leicestershire, tE11 3QF, §‘.":¢o- &
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Planning for Sport

Forward Planning

Guide Z.of d

Summary

What is Sport England seeking to
achieve through forward planning?

Sport England aims to ensure positive planning for sport,
enabling the right facilities to be provided in the right
places, based on robust and up-to-date assessments

of need for all levels of sport and all sectors of the
community. To achieve this our objectives are to seek

to PROTECT sports facilities from loss as a result of
redevelopment; to ENHANCE existing facilities through
improving their quality, accessibilily and management and

lo PROVIDE new facilities that are fit for purpose to meet
demands for participation now and in the future. We work with
lhe planning systemn to achieve these aims and objectives,
seeking to ensure that they are reflecied in local plan policies,
and applied in development management.

The Government's National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
is clear aboul the role that sport plays in delivering sustainable
communities through promoting heallh and well-being.

Sport England, working with lhe provisions of the NPPF, wishes
lo see direct reference to sport in local planning policy to

protect, enhance and provide sporis facilities, as well as helping
lo realise the wider benefits that participation in sport can bring.

Delivering Sound Policies

Sound policy can only be developed in the context of
objectively assessed needs, in turn used to inform the
development of a strategy for sport and recreation. Policies
which protect, enhance and provide for sports facilities should
reflect this work, and be the basis for consistent application
through developmenl management. Sport England is nol
prescriptive on the precise form and wording of policies, but
advises that a stronger plan will result from altention to taking a
clearly justified and positive approach to planning for sport.

Policies could be included in a separale chapter on sport and
recreation or, following the NPPF, be parl of a chapler on heallh
and well-being. In all cases, however, policies for sport and
aclive recreation must be properly justified, include criteria
against which development proposals will be judged and be
based on a robust and up-fo-date assessment of need.

In this way, planning authorilies will be able lo demonstrate that
their plan has been positively prepared {based on objectively
assessed needs), is consistent with national policy {reflacting
the NPPF), is justified {levirg considered allernatives) and
effective (being deliverable). Withoust such attention there

is a risk that 5 local plar or olher pdlicy document could be
considered unsound, -

Further Guidance

Further guidance on Sport England's approach to planning for
=gt is set out in the following complementary documents:

| *  Aims and Objectives

*  Development Management

*  Supporting Advice

Crestng & sporticeg haon for [ifhe




What is the Place of Sport
in Local Plans?

The NPPF clearly recognises the role of sport and recreation

as a fundamental part of suslainable development, and expects
iocal authorities to plan positively for these needs and demands
accordingly. The protection and provision of apportunities to
participate in sport is seen as fundamental to the health and
well-being of communities {NPPF, section 8), meaning that local
authorities must plan and provide accordingly through policy
and development management. Without a robust and up-to-date
assessment of need, there is a risk that a local plan document
could be considered unsound.

Improving
the health of
the Nation

Sport England advocates ihat planning for sport in communilies
should be based on a clear strategy for sport which sets out

the case to protect, enhance and provide faciliies. In doing so,
it can be demonsiraled how spori is important both for its own
sake, but also how it contributes to complementary agendas
inchuding those illusirated below.

Furiher information on sport's wider benefits is available at:
www.sportengland.org/research/benefits-of-sport
www.sportengland.org/our-work/lacal-work/local-government/
in-it-for-the-long-run

Enhancing
social and
cultural
well-being

. bl ; Creating and
improving :
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Providing new ™.
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and young
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Sport contributes to many complementary agendas
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Sport and Planning:
Demonstrating Sound Policy

The NPPF clearly establishes the requirement that local plans
ensure that there is proper provision of community and cultural
facilities to meet local needs. Policies could be included in a
separale chapter on sport and recrealion or, following the NPPF,
be part of a chapter on health and well-being.

In all cases, however, planning authorities need to be able to
demonstrate that their plan has been positively prepared (based
on objectively assessed needs for sport and aclive recreation),
is consistent with national policy (reflecting the NPPF), is
justified (having considered alternalives) and effective (being
deliverable). Without such attention there is a risk that a local
plan could be considered unsound.

Positively Prepared: policies should reflect
objectively assessed needs and provide
opportunities for sport

The NPPF {para 73) explicitly notes that:

“Planning policies should be based on robust and up-to-
date assessments of the needs for open space, sports and
recreation facilities and opportunities for new provision. The
assessments should identify specific neads and quantitative
or qualitative deficits or surpluses of open space, sports and
recreational facilities in the local area”.

Similarly, positive planning includes accommodating the needs
of spart in relation te, for example, sports lighting (NPPF para
125}, noise (NPPF para 123) and the opporiunities for sport-
related development in the Green Belt (NPPF para 89). Sport
England has produced guldance on Assessing Needs and
Opportunities which should be used to help satisfy the demands
of para 73 of the NPPF and thus help to produce a sound plan.

Consistent with National Policy:
in spirit and in practice

The NPPF sets out wide-ranging requirements and aspirations
for making the most of delivering sport and recreation
opportunities within sustainable communities. There is room
for interpretation, but the fundamental messages are clear:
prolect existing facilities, enhance through improving quality
and accessibility, and provide for the future through a planned
approach, based on robust and up-to-date assessments

of need.

Justified: reasonable alternatives considered as
part of the preparation of the Plan

As one of the tests of soundness. the NPPF requires Lhat:
“the plan should be the most appropriate strategy. when
considerad against the reasonable alternatives, based on
proportionate evidence”.

For sports facilities this means a robust and up-to-date
assessment of need and apporiunities as well as consideration
of the role of sport in specific development oppertunities such
as town centre renewal and urban extensions.

Effective: deliverable through realistic proposals

The NPPF (para 73) requires that:

“assessments should identify specific needs and quantitative
or qualitative deficits or surpluses of open space, sports and
racreational facilities in the local area. Information gained from
the assessmaents should be used to determine what open
space, sports and recreational pravision is required.”

This means that there should be clear evidence as to what
sporting provision is required to meet identified needs and that
this provision is deliverable. This could be through new and/or
enhanced provision and should, where appropriate, be included
in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan {IDP), the Community
Infrastructure Levy {CIL) Schedule and in sile allocations,
including specification of how new development will contribute
to meeting existing and future needs.

[realing a:sponing habil dor e




The Demands of the NPPF in Planning for Sport: Key References

Sport England’s Planning Objective

FROTECT:

To prevent the loss of sports facilitfes
and land-alomny with aseess 1o natumsl
resources for-spon:

ENHANCE:

To'ensure that'the besi use | made of!
axisting Facliitles in order to maintain
and provide greatsr oppariunities for

participation and to ensure that faciliies:

are sustainabile,

NPPF Raguireaments

Flanning: Principls ( 12): take aceaunt of and sugpot! 1odal strategies to improve health;
sapia! and cultural welibeing for all. and deliver sufficient communily and cullural
facilities and services to mest local needs.

70 To-daollver e soclal, recreational and cultusal facilities and sarvices iha cammunity
needs, planning pelicies and dectsions shauld:

»  guard againsl the Unnecessary loss of valued facilities and services, particularly
whers this would reduce tha community’s ability to meet ifs day-to-day neads:

74, Existing operspace, sports and recreabionat buildings and tand, including playirg
fields,should nol be built on unless

~  anassessmenl has been undaraken which has cleatly shown the open space,
tanlidings or fand to bie surplus B requirements; or

»  |he loss rasuliing from the proposad developmant would be replaced by equivalent
or betler provision in terms of glantity and quallty In'a-suisble jocstion: or

+  tha development s for aitamative spods and mereational provision, the needs for
whileh ciestly outwealgh the less,

17, .. planing should: promote mixed usa developments; and gnopurage mulliple
beaefits fram the Usa of land in urban and rural areas, recognising that some open
tand can perform many funclions{8uch as for wildlife, recreation. flood risk mitigation,
carbon slorage, or food production)

28, Fianning policies should suppert ssonamia growth I rursl areas in order to creale
jobs and prosgerity by laking a posiiive appreach o sustainable new dovelopment. To
pitomote a slrong rural econbmy, local and nelighbourhond plansshould.

*  suppon sustilable rura! lodrist Bnd igisite develapments that benefit
BlUsinessss i rural aress; communities and visiters; sndwhich respect the
chargetern of the couninsids;

+  promote the retention and development of Incal services-and community faciliies
in viltages, such-as local shops, meeting places, spofis venies, clliiral Buildings,
public houses and places of worship

81. Once Greeh Belts have bean defined, local planning authonties should plan
pesitively to erhance e beneficisl use of the Gresn Belt: such as losking for
opperiuhities to provide accass; W pravide apportunities-for outdoor sport and
recreation: to retaln and enhancs landscapes, visual gmenity and bicdiversily; or lo
improve damaged and derelict [z,

Planning for Sport
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PROVIDE:

To 2nsure that new spans faoilites
ara planned for and proviced Ina
positivie and integrated way ancd that
opponunilesfor new fealliies ars
identified to/meal clrrenl B fituns
dematids for sporting. barticipitation,

7. .. planning should: promete mixed use developments, and ancaurage mulloe
benefits from the gse of tand in prben-and rural areas, recognising that some open
lend can perdform many functions/ (such aﬁ:fﬂr_mid!if&. racreation, Moot fsk mitigation,
carbon atorage, or tood produiation )

70, To deliver the social, recreational and cullural facllities and services the community
neads, planning pulicis.and detisions ;;I-.r,\uld plan posiiively for the proyisicn and
use of shared space; nt_’.ﬁm'ni_l.1r1il:#'fs;nitiﬁeﬁ (such as/locdl shops, meeting places,

sports yenues; cultural hulldings; public houses and places ofworshipland other [oea|
sarvices o anhance the sustainability of communitiesand residential environmants;

73, Access lo-high quallity oper spaces and apporutities for sporl and recreation can
make an impodant cantrbution to (ha haalth-and well-being of commusities, Planning
policlas shault be biased on rabust and Wi lo dale assessments of the neadsfor

open space, spors 20 renteation failifes and spporunitles for now provisan, The
assessments should idepify specific neads and quaniitative or qualitative deliolts or
surpluses of open spece-spors and recrestiona!l faclibes i thedpeal ares; Information
gamned. [romihe assessments should be userd o getzrmine whal open space, spofs
and recreational provisicn s required.

156, Lacal planning authorities should set out (he strategic priorlias for the area in the
Lotal Piam, Thisshould ntlude sirategic policisd toldeliver

* b proviglon of retall, lgisure and othar commercial devetopment;

*  Iheprovision of heslih. security, cemmmumy and culturalmiastructure and other
local facilities;

158, Each Inca! planning authority should ensurs that the Losal-Plan is based
an adequale, up-lo-date and relevant evidence about the economic, social and
envirofimeantal characieislics and prospsels of he afea.

170, Local planning authorilies should work with-public health leads and heallh
arganisations 1o undsrstand and take account of tha health status and needs of the:
Ioesl populdtian (suth asfor Spons; redmeation and places of wiirship) inaliding
expeclat future chahtes; and any Infirmation abolt misvant bamiers o Improving
Weallh and wall-being.

Creaing a sporting kabt forlife




Delivery Through Forward Planning

The NPPF expects planning policy to be based on meeling
objectively assessed needs af the local level, to be positive in
character and have sufficient flexibiiily to address changing
circumstances. In developing policies for sport, local autharities
should undertake: evidence gathering (basing policy and its
implemeniation on a robust and up-io-date assessment of need,
including existing and likely future provision and demands);
strategy development (a clear strategy to help guide the
provision of facilities); and policy development (which help to
deliver the wide-ranging aspirations associated wilh
sustainable communities).

1. Evidence Gathering

The Needs and Opportunities Assessment

Fundamental to undersianding the place and potential of

sport in sustainable communities is a robust and up-to-date
assessment of needs and opporiunities for all sports across the
plan area and further afield. This could be adapted from past
work (typically a 'PPG17 Assessment’), but will need o be
re-visited where information is dated, and should include an
assessment of both supply and demand factors such as an
audit of facilities (both quantity and qualily of provision), data on
capacity and usage, and projeclions of filness for purpose for
future needs. The latest guidance on developing a robust needs
and opportunities assessment is available on Sport England’s
website at:
www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/
planning-tools-and-guidance

Sport England Supporting Advice

Sport England has developed a comprehensive suite of
supporting advice and guidance to assisi with the preparation of
needs assessments for buill sports facilities and playing pitches
as well as understanding participation rates and trends.

Further information is given in the Supporting Advice Guide
which complements this Guide.

SPORT
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Planning Across Boundaries

The development of a comprehensive evidence base and
assessment of need offers the opportunity to co-ordinate
interests bath within an authorily area and across boundaries.
This includes the potential to share costs in data collection

and analysis and could make practical and economic sense,
particulariy where the catchment areas of sports facilities
straddle authority boundaries. Such work might also be used to
help demonstrate fulfilment of the Duly to Co-operate.

Key Sport England Evidence Base Guidance
and Tools

*  Guidance on daveloping a robust needs and
nppariunites assesameant

*  Blaying Pitlch Stretegy Guidance:

*  Aclve Places Power

*  Sports Facllity Calculator

*  Facilities Planning Model

wiww sporengland oralfacilities-planning/planning-for-spord
planning-tacls-and-guidance

Checklist for Evidence Gathering

*  Undenske ansssessment of nesd to understand || the
current pravision (s-adequats to meet current and folure
demands and |dentily any requiramenis for new andlor
‘enhanoed frovision.

+  Establish whather gxisling data Is "Up-lo-dale’, Ieline
with licatcircumstances, as required:by the NEEF.

*  Brawoh paraiiel data gatharing and analysis exerclsas
undsrizken as part of iniliatives sueh as gresn
infrastrdcture planning which collt provide apponunities
farjoint working:

+ Appraisa significant cross-touridary lssues, paricularty
retating 10 facifity provision 1o roblstly considet facility
catchments:

+  bseinformation from other local authority strategies,
including leisure and play strategies, graen infrastructure
strategies, and housing and population projections.

*  Consider whether evidence is robust anough to support
the development of policy, strategies for provision and
delivery plans/ CIL schedules.

Planning for Spon
Forward Planning




2. A Strategic Approach

A Strategy for Sport

The assembly of evidence and assessments of need for policy
making should be broughl together in a strategy for sporling
provision. This could already exist and/or be developed from an
existing Playing Piich Strategy, Open Space Strategy or Leisure
Strategy. Critically, the strategy must provide a focus for the
lranslation of the evidence and assessment of need into clear
goals, in turn used to underpin policy in the local plan. In all
cases a strategy should:

*  be sport and participation-led, based on understanding
how communities currently use facilities for a wide range of
sporting opporiunities and their actual and perceived needs
now and in the future.

*  contain an audit of facility supply which assesses the
quantily, quality, accessibility and capacity of provision.

* demonstrate how the area’s communities will be provided
for, through facility proteclion, enhancement and new
provision.

* use the opportunity to address the needs of sport both
directly and indireclly (through community use of facilities,
for example) and cross-boundary provision based on
catchment area planning.

A clear outcome of the strategy should be the development of
an action plan that will deliver the vision and objectives of the
Local Plan by identifying where and how planning intends to
protect, enhance and provide sports facilities reflecting locai
need. In lurn, there is lhe opporlunily to rationalise existing
Strategies, focusing on planning for sustainable communities
as advocated in the NPPF.

Infrastructure Delivery and the CIL

‘Sporting and recreational facilities’ are included within the
definition of Communily Infrastruclure Levy (CIL} infrastructure
in lhe 2008 Planning Act (section 216). Justification for their
inclusion in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) and the CIL
Schedule should be made through a needs assessmenl which
underpins pricritised deliverable projects to improve the sporting
infrastructure and meet local needs in the area.

In order to promole investment in sport and ensure sporting

development is viable, the draft charging schedule needs lo

identify that sport and recreation uses should not be liable to
pay CIL {i.e. £0 rate).

Checklist for a Strategic Approach

*  Translate the evidence base and assessment of nead
into & stratagy for spaorts provigion which establishes how
{he current and future needs of the coramunity for sport
and recraational provision will be met.

*  Lse the strategy to inform policy development, providing
justification for facility protection, enhancement and
new prpvision.

*  Useopportunities t co-ordinate activity within the tocal
authonly, between local alitharilies for strategic Ssues
aitd betwean stakizhalders with an interest in sport.

+  Ensurs that lhers are links made Bstwesn demonstrable
conmnuiity needs-and the means af providing for them,
such as through the defirition of modirements through
tha Infrasticiune Delivery Bian and dires! fundiug
cantribiutions through GIL

Crealing
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3. Developing Policies for Sport

Whilst the NPPF does not stipulate precisely how paolicies
for sport should be presented in Local Plans, Sport England,
following the NPPF, consider that as an absolute minimum,
policy should cover the following issues:

Facility Protection

Policy needs to clearly state that sporls facilities {buiit as well
as pitches, open space and recreational land) will be protected
from loss except where it is demonsirated that the site is
surplus to requirements; or equivalent or better facilities will

be provided; or the development is for alternative sports and
recreational provision, the needs for which clearly outweigh
the loss.

Criteria to the policy could also include reference to
opportunities for the shared use of facilities, and securing
increased quantity and quality of provision in line with a robust
and up-to-date assessment of need. Sport England's playing
fields policy and exceptions tests could be helpful in developing
policy. See; www.sportengland.org/planningapplications

NPEF para 74.

Exigling ogEn space sponts and recrastional bihiGgs
and land, including playing felds, shibuld (ol be bl o
wiltess an Gssessmelll fins been undaraken wikch has
clearly. shawn the open space, bulldiigs or fand to be
Surplus fo requiraments o the loss resuiting fram flie
proposed davelopment would b replsced by equlvilent
or batter provision in terms of guantlty Snd guality m «
sultzbie location; or the development is for alternalive sports
and recroational provision; the nesas for which clearly.
outweigh the lgss.”

Enhanced and New Provision

Policy should identify the beneficial role that sport and
recreation plays in existing and new development through the
provision of new and enhanced formal sports facilities (including
built facilities) and open space used for aclive recreation.
Specific requirements for meeting the needs of new residentls
should be addressed, along wilth opporiunties to overcome
existing deficiencies.

NPPF para 70

plaining pollcies Snd decision s should:plan positively
for the trovision and pse of shansd space, cormmuniity
fauiitigs .., [0'enhance (he fustanabiiiy of conimunitiesand
residantial anviranmetits ~ '

NPPF para73.

“Planning policies snould Bebasdd o abusi and upis
date-asgassmeaente ol lhe reads fur operrspace- sporlsand
recragtion faclities and oupotiiniies far new provision. The
aeshssments should identify apecific Heads and quanliialive
or glaiitalive defiolls Or stiplises of open Sisce Bpotsand
recraational faclliies in thelotal drea. Infarrration daltied
{rom Mia assessmeils should be used i0 determing what
open spate. sports and recreationsl provision 1& required.

Sports Lighting

By extending the hours a facilily is available, along with
improving its viability, the lighting of outdoor sports facilities
can provide enhanced opportunities for people to participate

in sport and secure the benefits that sports can provide,
especially in terms of health and well-being. Planning pclicies
should recoginise the benefiis of lighting outdoor sports
facilities along with the significant advances in such technology
over recent years.Technical guidance in sports lighting which
will help with the preparation of policy is available within lhe
Design and Cost Guidance pages of the Sporl England websile.
See: www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/tools-guidance/
design-and-cost-guidance
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Sport in the Green Belt, Urban Fringe

and Open Countryside

Where relevant, sport should be referenced in policies covering
the Green Belt, urban fringe and wider countryside, recagnising
(as set out in the NPPF para 81} the need to plan positively to
provide opportunities for facilily development in these areas
and recognising sport's role as a complementary land use, for
example in green infrastructure provision. The NPPF (para

89) specifically identifies that appropriate new or enhanced
buildings and structures for cutdoor sport and recreation are an
acceptable use in the Green Beit. In light of this, Sport England
supports the provision of appropriate outdoor facilities which
help 1o secure the long-term sustainabilily of a sports facilily, or
enhance their quality and/or accessibility thereby maintaining
and increasing participation where they do not conflict with
wider Green Belt objectives.

NPPF para 81,

* oinwal planning autiorties should plen peaiivaly (o
enhance the bensficial use-of the Graen Bell, such-as
looking far opportunities 1o provide access, fo provide
opporbniies for ouldenr spat-and receaion.,

Neighbourhood Planning

There are opportunities for sports facilities to be included in
Neighbourhood Plans as valued community assets where this
can be justified through evidence and supported by Local Plan
policy. Links to a sports strategy and assessment of needs will
be particularly imporiant to ensure lhat there is adequate and
justified provision.

The neighbourhood plan preparation process should involve
local sports clubs in order to ensure positive planning for sport
and thal the plans ensure the right facilities are provided in the
right place. The inclusion of new or improved facillties for sport
in Neighbourhood Plans could provide a basis for securing
funds through CIL and 51086 contributions.

Checklist for Policy Preparation

* Policy, should sot out-a posifive approach loithe
provision and enhancement of sports faclities (hat ans At
for purpose and in suitable locallons, addressing needs
Idenlilied throuh 3 roblist and bp-lo-dalegssessmant,

*  Polley needs o clearly state thal sports facilities (builtas
will 55 pllches. apen space and recraalicnal EBnd) will
be protected from Inss except whera it is demaonstrated
{hat thie site is surplus to requiements: or equivalent
‘or beitgr fadiiitios will be-provided; o the developmiénl
Ju-for allemative dgponts-and recrestional provision, tha
neadsfor which cleary putweaigh thaloss,

*  Polloy should recignise tha rols of sport in cantributing
o= wite range of spatal planning issues including
regienaration, health promation; crimea reduation quallty
aflife, angaging with collesgies in spons deveinpmant,
ediichtionant public Heath,

*  Sel bl the expec|stions associaad with-sport and
recrealion thatare to be inciuted in new developmant,
as wall as thasa to ba provided through CIHL andlar
planning abligations

*  |dentify and promote the role of good desian in helping.
19 enable people 1o [Eat mere dnlive ifestylesand
teliver sustainable communiies, such as the co-locathon
of fagilitles.

* identify and plan postively forwherns sport-arnd
recreation can contribute lo-spahal planping Iniliatives
such asareenspaca nptworks, or enhance the urban
fririgs (and Grean Belts) Ihrouah (e location of
appropnate faciliies

*  Make provisian for lhe nglusion of sport and-recreation
Ea[:j_lﬁius asvalued community ssgsts in Neighbourhood
Plans, and prosclivaly involve focal sports elubs in
e process.
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Complementary Guidance

This guldance on Spor England's approach 10/ Farward
Planning fs complemented by duidance on Aims and
Objectives, Development Mansgement and the provision
ol Supporting Advice in the Use of availabils avidence base
tools and furthar guldancs on nesds assessmenls and
-spar-spedific matters h

Alms and Oblectives

Sport England seeksio snsurathat planoing policy and
practice will prolect, enhance and provids: (or spots
facilitipsang oppartunilies to fake par mesport This
guidance note sats gut how ihase abjactives ars supparied
by the National Planning Puolley Framework and the Key
vulcames especlad '

Devalopment Management

Spor England, & stalutoly Sonsulles bn planiing
applications affscting playing fisld aad, wiorks wilh ldcal
authorities) developers Natlanail Goveming Bodies:
sparts pattnsrshipsand-spors cubs m elp ensure hat
th intorosis of sport gee-properly and Eirly racognised
i the devalopment menagemant process. This-guldanme
nole summarises how Sport Englantand oihes parties
can seak to schieve ik in relation to particuldr types

of development and thratgh the diffarent stages of
developmint management {pra-application, submission,
determminalion

and Impleméniation).

Supporting Advice

Sporl Endland provides a comprehensiva rangs af
atvice an hezsssmbly of avidence to help suppor the
devalnpmentof policy forsportand is applicatipn. This
guidanca nole summanses N2 material on our walisite
inclading

*  Eviderice-gathsring 1o untersiand local naeds:and
provisionand to help justify, policy.

+  Pesign and cosl advics [arneaw facilities.

*  Deaiing will plarning applicatidns and sacuring he
best interesis of sport through planning contribiubions

»  [Delallad technical advice @ the needs al spetific
spors and facilities.

Sport England’s Role and
Contact Details

Sport Endland:

*  advises on the develdpmernit of planning policy:and the
plerining process inscfar as katfents sport and active
recreation;

= contributes to the developmeant of policy guldance;

*  gdvises |ocal planping adthorltles on matters affectin
spon and gollve regreabion in devalopment flansdn
rélatad documeants;”

+  advisas onthe develepment of assessments.of need
and sirateflies for sporting provisien,

*  advises local planning authanties an planning
applications affecting sport and sctive recrealion; apd

*  Fdvises sports bodles an planning ssdes:

Planning consultations and any correspondence
relating to a consultation should be sent direct to
our Planning-Administration Team using ong of the
following amail addresses:

North (Narth West, Narth East, Yorkshire)
planninmnorthi@sportengland.org

Central (West Midlands, East Midlands, East)
planning.central@sportengland.org

South {l.ondon, South East, South West)
planning.southi@sportengiand.org

General enguiries should be sent o
planningforspertiisportengland.org

Planning Team, Sport England,
ard Floor, Victoria House,
Bloomsbury Square, London WC1B 45E
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