
 

What must be included in a Biodiversity Gain Plan?            
 

 

The following content of a Biodiversity Gain Plan is required for development which 
is not to proceed in phases. Where planning permission is granted that has the effect 
of permitting development in phases, there are different requirements for the 
Biodiversity Gain Plan. 

Under paragraph 14(2) of Schedule 7A, a Biodiversity Gain Plan must include the 
following matters: 
 information about the steps taken or to be taken to minimise the adverse effect of 

the development on the biodiversity of the onsite habitat and any other habitat; 
 the pre-development biodiversity value of the onsite habitat; 
 the post-development biodiversity value of the onsite habitat; 
 any registered off-site biodiversity gain allocated to the development and the 

biodiversity; and 
 any biodiversity credits purchased for the development. 

In addition, under Articles 37C(2) and 37C(4) of The Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015, the following 
specified matters are required, where development is not to proceed in phases: 
 name and address of the person completing the Plan, and (if different) the person 

submitting the Plan; 
 a description of the development and planning permission reference number (to 

which the plan relates); 
 the relevant date, for the purposes of calculating the pre-development biodiversity 

value of onsite habitats and if proposing an earlier date, the reasons for using this 
earlier date; 

 the completed biodiversity metric calculation tool(s), stating the publication date of 
the tool(s), and showing the calculation of the pre-development onsite value on 
the relevant date, and post-development biodiversity value; 

 a description of arrangements for maintenance and monitoring of habitat 
enhancement to which paragraph 9(3) of Schedule 7A to the 1990 Act applies 
(habitat enhancement which must be maintained for at least 30 years after the 
development is completed); 

 (except for onsite irreplaceable habitats) a description of how the biodiversity gain 
hierarchy will be followed and where to the extent any actions (in order of priority) 
in that hierarchy are not followed and the reason for that; 

 pre-development and post-development plans showing the location of onsite 
habitat (including any irreplaceable habitat) on the relevant date, and drawn to an 
identified scale and showing the direction of North; 

 a description of any irreplaceable habitat on the land to which the plan relates 
which exist on the relevant date, and any part of the development for which 
planning permission is granted where the onsite habitat of that part is 
irreplaceable habitat arrangements for compensation for any impact the 
development has on the biodiversity of the irreplaceable habitat; and 

 if habitat degradation has taken place: 
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 a statement to this effect, 
 the date immediately before the degradation activity, 
 the completed biodiversity tool showing the calculation of the biodiversity value 

of the onsite habitat on that date, and 
 any available supporting evidence for the value. 

There is a standard Biodiversity Gain Plan template available to complete which 
brings together many of these matters into one document.  
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Submission of Biodiversity Gain Plan for Approval 

Applicants, agents and developers are advised that a Biodiversity Gain Plan 
on planning approvals are subject to a fee of £145. The fee applies to the 

written request made and is in recognition of the significant amount of 
Officer time devoted to such work. The Government has set a timescale for 

dealing with requests and fees will be refunded if a response is not sent 
within 8 weeks from the date of receipt. 

You can call us and pay over the phone to pay the fee (please quote the 

planning reference number).  If the Plan submitted is not approved and 
further exchange of information/correspondence is on-going a further fee 

may be charged. 

How to make a request 

Requests must be made in writing with the Plan attached and quoting the 
original planning application reference. 
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